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Autonomy of liMs

t would be presumptuous, even optimistic, to
imagine that the HRD ministry is having sec-
ond thoughts on its resolve to intervene in the
functioning of the Indian Institutes of Man-
agement ~ among the very few bastions of excel-
lence. Far from it. Nonetheless, the decision to
redraft the provisions of the IIM Bill, 2015, is
doubtless in response to the outcry in the insti-
tutes in Ahmedabad, Bangalore and Lucknow
over the Centre’s attempt to curtail their acade-
mic and administrative freedom. The BJP gov-
ernment’s renewed initiative recalls the party’s
previous HRD minister, Murli Manohar Joshi’s
attempt in 2003 to modify the fee structure in the
IITs and HMs and increase the intake of students.
That essay towards ensuring the party’s stran-
glehold is seemingly being continued by Smriti
Irani in 4n untenable attempt to denude the few
centres of excellence. The exercise is fundamen-
tally flawed, to say the least. Chief among the am-
.endments on the anvil is that regulations on fees
and admission, to be framed by the IIM Board of
Governors, will have to be tabled in Parliament
after it has been vetted by the law ministry. The
Centre’s appreval will not be mandatory, and this
appears to be the singular concession that has
been granted. Unmistakable, however, is the
cope for political meddling in the House after
he document has been crafted by the Board of
Governors, in itself a distinguished entity. The
IIMs and the galaxy of talent deserve better than

a cacophony of voices in the Lok Sabha. This is.

political meddling through the rear door. Is it
really necessary to refer matters relating to IIMs
to Parliament? Will the legislature be the overar-
ching regulatory authority? It is far from clear
whether Parliament will merely be kept in the
.loop, still less:whether it will have the power to
modify and/or ratify the proposed regulations.

In t‘he manner of central universities, IIMs
require only the approval of the Visitor (Presi-
dent) for any changes that they may wish to intro-
‘duce. Should the Bill attain fruition, members
representing a cross-section of parties in the
House, are likely to get precedence over Boards of
Governors. Even in the amended version, crucial
issues have been left delightfully vague. Both the
original draft and the amendments have made it
pretty obvious that autonomy ~ the bedrock of
the reputation of IIMs ~ will be diluted consider-
ably. Most importantly, the Centre has arrogated
to itself the power to select the IIM Directors and
“Chairpersons, in itself a calculated deviation
from the present system in which the govern-
ment merely approves-the choice of the Board of
Governors. Furthermore, the HRD ministry’s
role will be virtually institutionalised with the
formation of -a coordination committee, headed
by the minister. Political intervention is com-
plete. The Bill deserves to be annulled... not
amended.
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HRD Ministry to now rank 500 Indian Institutes on 4
parameters

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/hrd-ministry-to-rank-indian-institutes/1/448516.html

The country's best 500 academic institutes will now be ranked by the Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD), August onwards. A detailed ranking matrix with an eight point criteria will be prepared
by a committee consisting of officials from the Indian Institutes of Technology (I1Ts), Indian Institutes of
Management (11Ms), Indian Institute of Science Education & Research (IISER), Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU), the English & Foreign Languages University - Andhra Pradesh as well as representatives of the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CIl) and the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry
(FICCI).

A nod has already been given by the MHRD to the draft proposal for science, which consists of parameters such
as teaching-learning, infrastructure and academic performance. A similar matrix will be created to rank courses
and colleges in Arts, Medicine, Economics and Social Sciences, Management/Business Administration, Law,
Hotel Management as well as Mass/Visual Communication. This development will be further extended to
33,000 institutes.

The Ministry will be keeping physical checks while conducting methods to automated validation, as well.
Citizens can access the information and raise objections if required. The institutes will be divided based on an
urban and a rural ranking, once the pilot run for these is successful.

The following parameters will be judged on while making the list:

Teaching-Learning

This section will test the institutes on the teacher-student ratio, percentage of students from other than native
state, the usage of modern technology and resources to teach and percentage of time spent in laboratory/library
and refresher course for faculty.

Academic performance

The section will comprise of performances of institutes in global, national tests as well as external
examinations. The citation and research papers submitted will also be taken in account.

Outreach

Technology development and its interface with periphery of institution and empowerment of women will be
stressed upon in this parameter.

Impact
This will include weightage on visibility nationally or globally, self-employment as well as satisfaction of
community or parents.

A ranking system is being adopted by our country in order to demarcate ranking from accreditation, which is
the responsibility of the National Assessment & Accreditation Council (NAAC).


http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/hrd-ministry-to-rank-indian-institutes/1/448516.html
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Over 96,000 register for admission to 11'Ts and NITs

Hindustan Times (Mumbai)

Around 19,000 students have opted for IITs in the allocation process

THERE IS NO DELAY IN THE RESULT DECLARATION. LAST YEAR, IT WAS DECLARED ON JULY
8 AND THIS YEAR IT WAS SCHEDULED ON JULY 5. WE HAVE DECLARED IT BEFOREHAND
CBSE SPOKESPERSON

MUMBALI: Over 96,000 aspirants registered for submitting choices for the first-ever joint seat allocation
process for 11Ts and NITs till Thursday night, the second day of submitting choices. Of these students, nearly a
fifth - more than 18,900 — opted for I1Ts. In all, around 50 lakh choices were made by the students.

On Wednesday, the day one for submitting choices, around 58,000 students registered, 13,000 of them for IITs.
The students can fill their choices online till Sunday, July 5.

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) declared the JEE (Main) ranks on Wednesday after a delay
of almost a week.

More than 11 lakh students will be part of the allocation process for nearly 34,000 seats in 85 technical
institutes, including 18 11Ts and 34 NITs. According to the aspirants, the online registration process saw some
complaints.

An admission official said that there were few minor complaints about passwords for registrations not working.

However, the help centre reported solving the problems.

A few students complained that CBSE did not consider their re-evaluated marks for class 12 while releasing
JEE (Main) ranks.

All the top three rankers for JEE(Main) are from the state. Pune boy Sankalp Gaur secured all India rank one
followed by Tanuj Kaza from Mumbai and Giridhar S, also from Pune, who stood third.

The delay in release of JEE Main ranks, however, resulted in a postponement of almost four days for the
commencement of courses at NITs and six days at I1Ts. CBSE claimed that there was no delay in releasing
JEE(Main) ranks.

“There is no delay in the result declaration. Last year, it was declared on July 8 and this year it was scheduled
on July 5. We have declared it beforehand,” said CBSE spokesperson.

A top admission official from 11T-B said that the delay will be investigated after the seat allocation process is
over.

Also, the centralised admission process ( CAP) - round one - for state engineering colleges got rescheduled ( see
box) owing to the delay in declaration of JEE(Main) ranks, started on Thursday.
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Eight Indian American Entrepreneurs Awarded E&Y Regional
Honors

http://www.indiawest.com/news/business/eight-indian-american-entrepreneurs-awarded-e-y-regional -
honors/article c4f46280-2043-11e5-b2df-5f3cad78be9c.html

The Ernst and Young 2015 Entrepreneur of the Year regional awards wrapped up last week, and an additional
eight Indian Americans were honored.

Raj Sardana, chairman and CEO of American CyberSystems Inc., won the workplace services award in the
Southeast region; Dr. Setul Patel, CEO of Neighbors Health System Inc., won the health care honor in the Gulf
Coast Area region; Rina Parikh and Bharat Parikh, president and CEO of AASKI Technology, respectively, and
Navneet Puri, founder of InnoPharma Inc., were honored in the New Jersey region; Kinesh Doshi, founder and
CEO of Accion Labs Inc., and Parag Batavia, president of Neya Systems LLC, took home technology and
software, and robotics honors, respectively, in the Western Pennsylvania and West Virginia region; and Abhi
Shah, founder and CEO of Clutch Group, was awarded in the services group in the Greater Washington region.

The eight joined Northern California winners Dheeraj Pandey, president and CEO of Nutanix Inc., and Jayshree
Ullal, president and CEO of Arista Networks (I-W June 19, 2015, http://bit.ly/1d4pKWh), as well as Shiva
Rajagopalan, CEO of Seven Lakes Technologies; Payal Kadakia, founder and CEO of ClassPass; and Atul
Gupta, president of Advanced Technologies Group LLC, in the Greater Los Angeles, New York and Upper
Midwest regions (See separate story).

Winners were selected by an independent judging panel comprising previous award winners, leading CEOs,
private capital investors and other business leaders.

Sardana founded Duluth, Ga.-based American CyberSystems in 1998. Since then, the company has grown to
more than 10,000 employees across 25 countries.

Sardana has led ACS to support local U.S.-based nonprofit organizations such as the YWCA’s “Teen Girls in
Technology” program and the Atlanta Food Bank. Through its India operations, ACS supports the Earth Savior
Foundation, an NGO based in Delhi.

He holds an MS in technology from the Georgia Institute of Technology and an advanced management degree
from the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania.

Patel helped found Pearland, Texas-based Neighbors Health System in 2008, a regional emergency medicine
healthcare delivery model through free-standing emergency facilities.

Patel started his career as an emergency room physician, graduating from the University of Virginia Medical
School and completing specialty training at Christiana Care Health System in Newark, Del., where he was also
chief resident. After obtaining his MBA from the University of Tennessee, Patel helped found Neighbors.

Rina Parikh founded Ocean, N.J.-based AASKI Technology in 1997, providing independent consulting to
commercial customers including AT&T and Lucent.

She began her career as a support contractor to the Army, where she was involved in advanced technology
demonstrations for digitization of the battlefield in support of Task Force XXI.


http://www.indiawest.com/news/business/eight-indian-american-entrepreneurs-awarded-e-y-regional-honors/article_c4f46280-2043-11e5-b2df-5f3cad78be9c.html
http://www.indiawest.com/news/business/eight-indian-american-entrepreneurs-awarded-e-y-regional-honors/article_c4f46280-2043-11e5-b2df-5f3cad78be9c.html
http://bit.ly/1d4pKWh
http://www.indiawest.com/news/business/indian-american-entrepreneurs-take-home-regional-awards/article_1938692c-1c25-11e5-8896-33b0b6613561.html

Page 8 of 8

More recently, she has been involved in the initiation of the Synchronized Pre-Deployment Operations Tracker
program, which is now a DoD standard for tracking personnel deployed OCONUS.

Rina Parikh holds a BS in electrical engineering from Rutgers University, and an MBA in contracts
management from Fairleigh Dickinson University.

Bharat Parikh is a technical and management professional with more than 25 years of experience in the
communications and networking industry, with a strong emphasis on acquisition management and engineering.

He was an Army civilian in PEO EIS, PM DCATS for nine years from 1989 to 1998, and was involved in
advanced IP networking technology in the commercial industry from 1998 to 2002.

He has been a U.S. representative to NATO for six years in an Ad-Hoc Experts Group for satellite
communications waveforms.

He has a BS in electrical engineering from Rutgers University and an MS in electrical engineering from
Fairleigh Dickinson University.

Puri founded Piscataway, N.J.-based InnoPharma Inc. in 2005. He is a pharmacist by educational training and
has an MS and a doctorate in pharmaceutical sciences.

Prior to founding InnoPharma, Puri has worked in the pharmaceutical industry at Baxter Healthcare Corp. and
Amgen Inc. He was credited with establishing a novel technology platform for blending drugs for parenteral
administration while working at Baxter.

Doshi, who founded Pittsburgh-based Accion Labs Inc., has about 20 years of IT leadership, business strategy
and execution experience.

A graduate of DCE, IIT-Delhi and Kellogg School of Business, he has co-founded two other technology
services firms.

Batavia founded Wexford, Pa.-based Neya Systems LLC in 2009. Prior to starting Neya, he was the director of
projects and operations at Applied Perception Inc. and managed the company’s integration into Foster-

Miller/QinetiQ-North America after API’s acquisition in 2007.

Batavia holds a doctorate in robotics from Carnegie Mellon University, an MBA from Drexel University’s
LeBow College of Business and a BS in computer engineering from the University of Southern California.

Shah founded Washington, D.C.-based Clutch Group, a legal solutions provider, in 2005. It has since grown to
six offices across the United States, Europe and Asia, serving Fortune 500 companies.

Prior to founding Clutch Group, Shah worked at Mphasis and Accenture. He is also the chairman of Yuva
Unstoppable, a youth organization with roughly 120,000 volunteers in 32 Indian cities to help underprivileged
children. Shah has also helped launch the Congressional Taskforce on U.S.-India investment and trade relations.
Shah has a BBA in marketing from Texas A&M University and an MBA from Harvard Business School.

The national awards gala is scheduled for this November in Palm Desert, Calif.



